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1. The group has been set up to help members work together to understand the 

REACH and CLP regulations, and any other relevant chemical industry regulations 
which may arise in future.  The purpose of the group is to help companies 
achieve compliance with the regulations in a cost-effective and timely manner.  
 

2. Due to the constraints of European Legislation, membership of the group is on a 
company or business basis including self-employed individuals.   

 
3. The group recognises that in discussing REACH in a group with members from 

many different companies, this potentially brings us within the scope of EU anti-
competition law 

 
4. In order to ensure that there is no conflict of interest, the group rules issued by 

the management team will be observed by all members (see attached for current 
version). 

 
5. The group is composed of people who are either full time regulatory affairs 

people, or who have responsibility for regulatory affairs.  Where members also 
have sales responsibility, they are required by the group rules not to take 
advantage of the meeting.  We also ask members NOT to bring sales colleagues 
to the meeting, as this could compromise the non-commercial nature of the 
formal or informal discussions. 

 
6. In general, the CEFIC rules for SIEFs will be adhered to, where this does not 

interrupt the functioning of the group.   
 

However the CEFIC rules are intended for groups dealing with financial 
transactions for purchasing data, paying for research to be carried out, writing 
dossiers, and charging companies for the resulting information.   
 
Our group is a voluntary organisation which does not get involved in handling 
money apart from covering some of the costs of the meetings, and in certain 
situations we believe the CEFIC rules are not applicable. 

 
The basic principles from CEFIC are to avoid the following communications: 

 
• Company or industry pricing information (although see item 6, below) 
• Company plans or development 
• Rates for production or transportation 
• Company bids of contracts 
• Matters relating to individual suppliers or customers (although see items 7 

and 8 below) 
 

7. We recognise that in order to act against what we consider to be anti-competitive 
practices, for example excessive costs for access to information or dossiers, it 
may be necessary to request generic price information from members for certain 
substances.   

 
However, this information will be: 
 

• Generic, and not related to individual suppliers (eg price range is 
around £3 per kilo, or £2.50 - £3.50 per kilo) 

• Freely available to members of that supply chain, or publicly 
available (eg from supplier websites etc) 

 
8. We also recognise that we may on occasion have to discuss the behaviour of, or 

communications from, individual companies, including SIEF administrators, within 
the chemical supply chain.  



Chemical Regulations Self Help Group Conflict of Interest Policy   
v1.2, 29/09/2015 

Page 2 of 4 

 
This will be done to ensure that group members fully understand what third 
parties are communicating, and that the requests are correct, so that members 
may act on these communications with the full knowledge of what they may be 
signing up to. 

 
9. We also recognise that we may on occasion have to discuss the behaviour of 

individual companies who are active or prospective members of the group, in 
order to assess whether they are operating within the law and spirit of REACH.   

 
This will be done to help the member company understand and comply with the 
regulations, and where necessary we will do our best to help them understand 
what their liabilities and obligations are.  If they return to full compliance, they 
may remain within the group and no further action will be taken. 
 
However, if they do not choose to comply, we retain the option to refer the 
matter to the appropriate Competent Authority (usually HSE) for action, and/or 
to exclude them from the group until such time as they are in full compliance. 

 
10. There are other recognised practices which the CEFIC and the Chemical 

Industries Association recommends, including the issuing of an agenda 7 days 
prior, sticking to the agenda strictly, and not including “any other business”.  

 
For our group, this would be impossible.  The purpose of the group is to have 
free-ranging discussions within the remit of regulatory problems, and the use of a 
formal agenda has been found to be too restrictive.   
 
Side discussions are encouraged at coffee break and at lunch, as often the 
answers to questions bothering the group are solved in these more informal 
settings.  The group members know not to discuss commercially sensitive or 
other potentially ant-competitive information during these discussions. 
 
Formal minutes are not issued, only summaries of points of discussion which may 
help the group members, and which do not apply to eg disciplinary discussions as 
per item 8 of this policy. 
 
We consider that Articles 101 of the TFEU (anti cartel prohibition), number 3 
applies to our discussions. 

 
Articles 101 the TFEU (anti cartel prohibition) 
 
1. The following shall be prohibited as incompatible with the common market: all agreements between undertakings, 
decisions by associations of undertakings and concerted practices which may affect trade between Member States and 
which have as their object or effect the prevention, restriction or distortion of competition within the common market, and 
in particular those which:  
 
(a) directly or indirectly fix purchase or selling prices or any other trading conditions;  
(b) limit or control production, markets, technical development, or investment;  
 
(c) share markets or sources of supply;  
 
(d) apply dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, thereby placing them at a competitive 
disadvantage;  
(e) make the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of supplementary obligations which, by 
their nature or according to commercial usage, have no connection with the subject of such contracts.  
 
2. Any agreements or decisions prohibited pursuant to this Article shall be automatically void.  
 
3. The provisions of paragraph 1 may, however, be declared inapplicable in the case of:  
 
- any agreement or category of agreements between undertakings;  
 
- any decision or category of decisions by associations of undertakings;  
 
- any concerted practice or category of concerted practices,  
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which contributes to improving the production or distribution of goods or to promoting technical or economic progress, 
while allowing consumers a fair share of the resulting benefit, and which does not:  
 
a) impose on the undertakings concerned restrictions which are not indispensable to the attainment of these objectives;  
 
b) afford such undertakings the possibility of eliminating competition in respect of a substantial part of the products in 
question.  
 

The group is constituted to promote both technical and economic progress within 
the chemical industry – technical in terms of regulatory compliance, and 
economic in terms of ensuring that costs of compliance are kept as low as 
possible. 
 
None of the actions of the group involve the restriction of competition either 
through reducing the number of substances on the market, or in keeping other 
businesses out of the market (in fact we try to maximise both of these). 
 
The actions of the group allow consumers a fair share of the resulting benefit, in 
that if we function correctly, more businesses are likely to remain in business, 
and more chemicals are likely to stay on the EU market than if we did not exist. 

 
11. The group will issue a reminder of this policy at the start of every meeting.  

 
12. In the event of a potential conflict of interest occurring, members are asked to 

point this out to the group for discussion.  Should the group consider a conflict of 
interest may happen, the subject will be changed.  In the event that an individual 
member believes there is a conflict of interest for their individual company, they 
must not take part in those discussions. 

 
13. Meeting notes will be issued after every meeting, usually within 2 weeks. 
 

Meeting notes are confidential to member companies, and should only be 
distributed within your own company.  They should not be passed on to any third 
party or non-subscribing companies or individuals. 
 
It should be noted that the meeting notes are there to help group members 
understand the regulations and take their own decisions on any actions.  The 
meeting notes should not to be relied upon as constituting guidance, nor should 
the group be cited as any kind of authority. 

 
14. Documents other than meeting notes issued to group members 

 
As part of the work of the group, members may submit documents which 
summarise their understanding of a part of the regulation, or may help other 
members to comply with the regulations or associated communications. 
 
Any such document issued: 
 

• remains the property of the authoring company 
• contains the opinion of the author(s) and does not officially reflect 

the views of the group as whole 
• is there to help members, and it is up to the members whether 

they choose to use it or act upon its advice or not (i.e. it is not 
compulsory) 

 
15. Documents compiled for lobbying purposes etc 

 
The group may compile documents occasionally which reflect the research and 
opinions of the group, eg for lobbying purposes to get regulations or 
interpretation of the regulations changed.  The current example is the cost  
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sharing issue.  In the event that a document is issued on behalf of the group, the 
factual contents, interpretation and recommendations must be agreed by the 
majority of group members present at one meeting. 

 
 
J Greenwood, v1.2 10th June 2014 
 
Attachment – current group rules 
 
Chemical Industry Self Help Group. 
 
Open to all invited parties interested in REACH, CLP and related issues. 
 
New members welcome, priority will be given to companies active in the supply chain 
(manufacturers, formulators, importers etc). 
 
The principle of the group is for meaningful round table discussions with input from a broad 
range of professionals from the chemical industry. 
 
Any information from the meeting is to remain confidential (unless otherwise decided) 
 
If a member perceives a conflict of interest occurring then that person must not take part in any 
discussions relating to this. 
 
No Commercial benefit is to be made from any information gained in the meeting. 
 
The group is dynamic and can discuss any items related to the Chemical industry. 
 
We may from time to time invite guest speakers to give us information on chemical related 
subjects. 
 
If a member has a commercial product or service which they believe may be of benefit to other 
members in achieving regulatory compliance, they may be invited to give a brief description to 
the group, usually at the end of a meeting.   
 
The group is funded by an annual charge to cover the cost of the meeting notes; and an annual 
charge per person for attending the meeting (this is because some people are unable to attend in 
person, but appreciate receiving the notes).  Group members are also welcome to attend extra 
meetings or bring guests on a “pay as you go” basis. 
 
 
SPW 21.09.2011 & 13.12.2011 & 19.12.2013 & 10.06.2014 & 29.09.2015 
 
 
 


